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Hello, Christ Lutheran Church!
Since August 2, when I arrived at the church, it’s been
a pleasure to serve as your intentional interim pastor. I’ll
give you a little background, so you’ll know a little more
about who is serving you.
Since my graduation from Pacific Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Berkeley, California, I have served as an interim
in Scobey, Montana, as an English teacher for the church in
Tokyo, Japan, as an associate pastor at Bethel Lutheran in
Colorado Springs, as a solo pastor at Lord of Mercy Lutheran
Church in Sparks, Nevada until I retired December 2014. My time at Lord of Mercy
was ten-and-a-half years, and Sparks is where I now call home.
Since retirement I have served as in intentional interim at Shepherd of the Valley
Lutheran in LaSalle, Colorado, a small town close to Greeley, at St. Paul’s Lutheran
in Carson City, Nevada and at Christ the King Lutheran on the North Shore of Lake
Tahoe in California. The past three years or so I have been weekly supply pastoring
at Gift of Grace Lutheran in Fernley, Nevada.

Born in Nebraska, but raised in Arizona, I consider myself to be from Arizona, as I
grew up, went to grade school, graduated high school there and got my bachelor’s
degree from Arizona State University in physical education.
My first career was teaching school in Arizona for 23 years, three years in Tuba
City, Arizona, and 20 years at Kingman High School in Kingman, Arizona. Tuba
City, on the Navajo Indian Reservation, is where I started my teaching career at
the age of just barely 22, and I retired from teaching after Kingman High School
when I entered seminary in Berkeley.
That’s probably more than enough background for an interim pastor, because I am
only here temporarily to help you through the transition until the time when you
call your new permanent pastor. As an intentional interim I will do the pastoral
acts (preach, lead worship, baptize, celebrate communion, marry and bury). I was
reminded at an interim training I attended in 2015, in Denver, that I’m not to manage you or to solve your problems. My job is to continue the pastoral work and
help you prepare to call the pastor the Holy Spirit will guide you in calling. I will
walk along side of you and work with you in carrying out the mission God has
called you to in this place at this time.
This transition time is not a time of business as usual, but is a time for reflection,
renewal, celebration and sorrow. During your transition time, the following goals
should be completed:
•
Identify your strengths and weaknesses
•
Reflect on and come to terms (if necessary) with your history
•
Identify ongoing concerns and decide how to go on in spite of them
•
Identify problems for the congregation to work on
•
Discover a new identity apart from the former pastor and help
the grieving over the loss of the former pastor.
•
Review constitution, develop vision, mission statements. purpose
statements, define core values
•
Do a self-study (Ministry Site Profile)
•
Assess needs
•
Assess how congregation views money and stewardship
Continued . . .
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As I discover how well these goals have been accomplished, we will decide together
what work still needs to be done, and I will work with you in preparation for the call
committee to start interviewing candidates to call as pastor, one who will walk along
side you as you do your ministry in this place and time. Again, I am here to do ministry
with you, not for you. I am here not to run your church or take care of you. I am here
to work alongside you and empower you as we do these things together. I feel very
blessed to be your intentional interim and to be a part of this congregation, if only for a
short time. Roll up your sleeves! We need all of you to help complete these goals! We
have ministry to do!

Pastor Mary Lou
Installation of Interim Pastor Mary Lou Petitjean
August 7, 2022
Council President Doug Pascover Officiating
Reception on patio after worship

Pastor Mary Lou
with Argie and Gia
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Council President’s Message
Greetings in the name of Jesus on behalf of your Church Council. Your humble president was
out sick from the August Council Meeting but I have it on great authority (thanks, Marilyn!)
that Pastor’s first Council Meeting was an excellent one. The main work of the Council this
month was to accept an amendment to AT&T’s plans for the Cell tower and to make sure the
three trees that needed chipping got their desserts.

The Council approved AT&T's adjustment and reaffirmed the commitment to tree removal.
It is my belief as I write this that the trees are already gone and that AT&T is likely to begin
construction before the end of the year.
The agenda for next month may include setting the date for a Congregation Meeting to amend
and approve new Mission and Vision statements that will help us recruit our next permanent
Pastor.
As always, if you have any questions, concerns or comments, I am here.
Your brother in Christ,
Doug

Children’s Time
Pastor Mary Lou talking with Emma Lynn, Orion,
Avagail, Noah and Mason during Children’s time
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What’s Missing from This Picture?
Take a good look at this picture.
Can you see what’s missing?
Hint: it was big and green.

Yes! You are correct if you guessed the big eucalyptus
tree that was in danger of falling and hitting the pastor’s
office. That tree, along with a tall, diseased pine tree, has
been cut down and hauled away. The cost for this was about $5000.
The tree removal was just one of several major maintenance projects that we need to plan
for. We have established a fund designated for repairs and maintenance. To date we have
received $1,320 designated for that fund. Won’t you please consider making either a onetime or a monthly donation to this fund so we can be ready to respond when the roof or a
retaining wall needs to be replaced?
Marilyn Minke

Call Committee Update

Your call committee is hard at work on the road to calling a new pastor. Pastor Mary Lou
informed us that we can’t proceed with the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) until we had a mission
statement and a vision statement. With that in mind, we have stopped working on the MSP
in order to develop both a mission statement and a vision statement. You will be hearing
more about this as we ask for your input on both of these important statements of who we
are now and where we are headed as the people of God. We are meeting at least twice each
month, working to complete all the self-examination that is necessary to find our next called
pastor. Thank you for your patience, your help and your prayers as we go through this
process.
Marilyn Minke
Call Committee Communicator
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Feeding the Homeless
It’s Simple and Rewarding!
In August we launched our new program of providing meals for those without housing. The
new program is simple – we just prepare a meal for 15 to 20 people, and the good news is
they wash their own dishes. The meal consists of one entrée with meat and one vegetarian
entrée, salad or vegetables, a starch such as rice or potatoes, bread, milk, and dessert. We
only need to provide two servers.
Meeting and talking with these people is rewarding. In August they were very polite,
friendly and thankful for the delicious meal. I left trying to figure out how we could do more.
CLC has committed to providing the meal on the fourth Sunday of each month. Please consider signing up to bring one part of the meal in the coming months.
Marilyn Minke

Our Annual Fundraiser will begin this month. Each year, with your help, we have been able
to continue our efforts in El Salvador by supporting university and school scholarships and
providing materials needed to build composting latrines. We have 121 school scholarships,
11 university student scholarships and we have provided material to build 83 latrines. This is
making a big difference for the families in each community. Last year our grand prize winner
of the trip “for 6 people” with Ryan Althaus, Captain on the “Salty Sheep” catamaran was
Marilyn Minke. You will be receiving a letter in the mail by mid-September asking for your
continued support.
We are sending another delegation to El Salvador in November. There are still a couple of
openings. The dates are November 21st thru the 28th. If you are interested, please talk
with Ruth Cruddas.
CLC has scholarships for individuals interested in participating on a delegation. Please
contact Ruth Cruddas for more information and Marilyn Minke regarding a scholarship.
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Aptos Community Garden
Reaching Out...One of the original goals for this community garden was to promote an
outreach program to the local community. The work of so many volunteers 14 years ago
has been realized and continues providing emotional sanctuary, beauty and fresh food for
those who garden here as well as visitors.
Mid-season we were able to offer gardening space
to the Secret Garden Preschool.
The teachers at Secret Garden have been bringing
the children down to the Garden since springtime. It
did not take long for them to begin learning to name
and identify many vegetables at various stages of
growth. We prepared a plot for them to plant and
they are now learning to care for their plants. They
share weeding and watering as they watch their
plants grow, all the while learning to work together
and see change. Their teachers have taught them
to respect the Garden's guidelines which they follow
unfailingly, another lesson in community
participation.
We are happy to welcome them to the garden and applaud their teachers for making this
opportunity possible.
Donna Kaelin

Stewarship of the Earth
We will be participating in the California Coastal Clean-up
the weekend of the
Sanctuary celebration.
We will meet at Rio Del Mar Beach on Saturday morning,
Sept. 17, at 9 am. to participate in beach clean-up. Meet us
near the bathroom building next to the parking lot in The
Flats (by Cafe Rio).
After clean-up, our group will stay on the beach IN OUR NEW CLC T-SHIRTS and visit
with fellow CLC members - and any guests you want to bring.

Bring your own sunscreen, beach chairs, towels or blankets, etc., and sack lunch if you
want to stay until noon.
Contact Stewardship of the Earth members if you want more info:
Lois DeVogelaere, Erin Busch, Glenn and Virginia Taylor, Ruth Cruddas.
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Christ Lutheran Church Community

We are hoping to send a delegation
to Border Servant Corps in Las
Cruces this fall and are looking for
volunteers. No special skills
required, however some Spanish is
helpful.
This ministry involves providing
hospitality to refugees and
asylum-seekers.
Please contact Constance Vezey if
interested 831-334-4596.

BSC is offering our CLC delegation an
immersion experience during our
visit. This might involve visiting the
border where refugees cross, meeting
with government officials to learn about
immigration law, speak with firstgeneration immigrants and visit local
organizations that work with refugees.
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Meatless Mondays Recipe
Stewardship of the Earth Team
Black Bean and Corn Quinoa
Ingredients
2 tbs olive oil
1 medium onion (chopped)
1 medium red bell pepper (chopped)
1 celery rib (finely chopped)
3 cloves garlic (minced or finely chopped)
1 tbs chili powder
1 tsp smoked paprika
¼ tsp salt
¼ tsp pepper
2 cups of vegetable broth
1 cup of corn (best if fresh or frozen)
1 cup of quinoa
1 can (15 ounces) black beans
1/3 cup of chopped cilantro + 2 tbs divided
Directions

1. In a large skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat. Add onion, red pepper, celery, garlic,
and seasonings; cook and stir 5-7 minutes or until vegetables are tender.

2. Stir in stock and corn; bring to a boil. Stir in quinoa. Reduce heat; simmer, covered, 12-15
minutes or until liquid is absorbed.

Add beans and 1/3 cup cilantro; heat through, stirring occasionally. Sprinkle with remaining
cilantro.

Submitted by Erin Busch
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National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary will host
“Sanctuary Fest” on Sunday, September 18, 2022 to celebrate the sanctuary’s 30th anniversary, and to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the National Marine Sanctuary
System.
Sanctuary Fest is a free community event from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. on the Santa Cruz Wharf, Cowell Beach, and at
the Sanctuary Exploration Center. The public can enjoy
numerous, free activities including ocean paddleboarding,
kayaking, guided wharf wildlife tours with pre-registration on the Sanctuary Fest website.
Join Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, Save the Waves Coalition,
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Save Our Shores, and many more at our
exhibitor fair on the Santa Cruz Wharf and learn how you can have a role in protecting the
sanctuary.
Other family-friendly activities include a virtual scavenger hunt along the Santa Cruz Wharf
and building sand sculptures on Cowell Beach. The Exploration Center will host
marine science talks, fish printing, and feature short ocean films throughout the day.
NOAA's Office of National Marine Sanctuaries serves as the trustee for a network of
underwater parks encompassing more than 620,000 square miles of marine and Great Lakes
waters, an area nearly the size of Alaska. The network includes a system of 15
national marine sanctuaries and two marine national monuments that conserve areas with
special ecological, cultural and historical significance.
The National Marine Sanctuary System turns 50 on October 23, and Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary turns 30 on September 18, 2022.
Visit the Sanctuary Fest event page for more information and schedule of events.

COVID Update:
COVID remains a danger in our community, and we owe it to one another to take the peril
seriously. At the same time, COVID is also endemic now and we can pray, but can’t plan
that COVID will be contained. Over time, a normal level of diligence may emerge however, in
the mean-time, we will continue to make adjustments to this threat.
As we have throughout the pandemic, we continue to monitor conditions in our County.
Right now, the prevalence is high but less than late last year and it does not appear to be
either rising or falling by much. As we have seen in our own congregation, COVID-19 is now
much less dangerous than the original strain for which we had little immunity, but it is still
dangerous enough. Also, as throughout the pandemic, what precautions to take and how to
balance the danger against the need for fellowship remains unclear. We are doing our best
and welcome your feedback and input.
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In The Lord’s Service
September 2022
September 4

September 11

September 18

September 25

Assisting
Minister

Donna Kaelin

Clare-Marie
Karat

Matt Love

Doug Pascover

Reader

Jon Covello

Donna Kaelin

Donna Swedberg

Marilyn Minke

Constance Vezey
Hank Aranda
Tori Nahnsen
Ruth Cruddas

Tori Nahnsen
Ruth Cruddas
Roberta Pruitt
Constance Vezey

Hank Aranda
Mark Zabel
Donna Swedberg
Joan Love

Sandi and
Patrick Thomas
Donna Mininni
Tori Nahnsen

Ushers
Counters

Bible Readings for September
1st Reading
13th Sunday after
Pentecost
September 4, 2022
14th Sunday after
Pentecost
September 11, 2022
15th Sunday after
Pentecost
September 18, 2022
16th Sunday after
Pentecost
September 25, 2022

Psalm

2nd Reading

Gospel

Deuteronomy
30:15-20

Psalm 1

Philemon 1-21

Luke 14:2533

Exodus 32:714

Psalm 51:1-10

1 Timothy 2:1-7

Luke 15:110

Amos 8:4-7

Psalm 113

1 Timothy 2:1-7

Luke 16:113

Amos 6:1a, 47

Psalm 146

1 Timothy 6:619

Luke 16:1931
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Thanksgiving for September Birthdays

9

Mario Brocchini

11

Emma Lynn Pascover

16

Terttu Gilbert

21

Xarius Joseph

23

Joan Nuttall-Stokes

24

Graham Stokes

Treasurer's Report July, 2022
INCOME
Current Month

Budget to Date

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$13,401.85

$106,107.46

$103,360.80

$181,898.50

EXPENSES
Current Month

Budget to Date

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$8,343.00

$117,763.80

$105,001.98

$201,880.80

GENERAL FUND INCOME/(LOSS)
Current Month

Budget to Date

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$5,058.85

$11,656.34

($1,641.18)

($19,982.30)

This month we received $25 in Thrivent Choice Dollars.
Thank you for continuing to support our ministries so faithfully.
Please consider giving to our Repair and Maintenance fund to prepare for future major repairs and
maintenance on our property.
If you have any questions about this report, please call me at 831-566-4557.
Marilyn Minke, Treasurer
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Christ Lutheran Church
10707 Soquel Drive
Aptos, CA 95003

Please Rush
Time Dated Material
This newsletter was mailed on August 31, 2022

Address Correction Requested

Christ Lutheran Church (CLC) Ministry Team
Rev. Mary Lou Petitjean, Interim Pastor
Aministrative Projects & Newsletter: Ruth Cruddas
Online Worship and Website: Erin Busch

Church Office Information
(831) 688-5727
10707 Soquel Dr., Aptos, California 95003
office@AptosChurch.org

CLC Connections

2022 - CLC Council
Karen Covello—Secretary
Matt Logan
Marilyn Minke –Treasurer
Doug Pascover– President
Maureen Perkinson
Glenn Taylor
Constance Vezey—Vice President
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Graphics: Erin Busch
Production: Tori Nahnsen
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