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Dear Friends,
I hope and pray that you were able to have a joyous Christmas. I
realize that’s not always easy, or even possible. We have a
worldwide pandemic that shows little sign of going away anytime
soon. There are the usual challenges we all face as well: health,
family dynamics, employment, painful memories of loss and grief
that may come up. Still, the incarnation – the Word made flesh –
gives us hope. The eternal Divine became flesh and blood, lived
among us, full of grace and truth - we are never alone. That same
incarnate Word comes among us every time we celebrate the
Lord’s Supper, and in so many other unexpected forms. Whatever
your Christmas was like, remember that this Word is made flesh
and dwells among us.
In our church year this naturally leads us into the season of Epiphany, a word that
literally means “shine forth.” The Incarnation still happens here and now. We are a part of
that. Somehow, mysteriously, the Spirit is at work in us to shine forth in deed and word.
One of the unexpected outcomes of this pandemic has been online worship. This started
back on March 15, 2020 when we were sheltering in place and unable to worship together
in person. This online worship has gone out to people all over the world, as has happened
in so many other congregations. I guess it was only a matter of time, then, before we had
our first request to join our congregation from a person who lives far away. We’ve never
done this before but I’m sure we will do this again, many times. I’d love to hear your ideas
about how we fully incorporate these people into the life and mission of our congregation.
Lisa Meunier, who lives in Virginia, is now a member of our congregation. This was a kind
of natural progression since she grew up in our congregation (daughter of Janet
Blomquist) and says that CLC has always felt like her spiritual home. Since the difficult
passing of her husband, Francois, a little over a year ago Lisa has been tuning in to our
online worship. When she was here in person a few weeks ago she expressed her desire
to join. She hopes to offer some online discussion sessions about the political climate in
our country based on classes she is teaching. I’m sure we’ll be enriched by her presence.

All of us are concerned about the latest Covid surge. If you haven’t been vaccinated and
boostered, please do so. This provides safety not only for you, but also for everyone with
whom you come into contact. We have been monitoring this surge to make sure our inperson worship is safe. At this point we have decided to cancel in-person worship
on January 2 and 9. We have online worship every weekend.
Our annual congregational meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 30 following
in-person worship. We are working on the technology to make this a “hybrid” meeting,
available simultaneously to people on Zoom and in the room together. I’ll let you know in
a weekly newsletter about how that will work. As usual, there will be a budget information
meeting the previous Sunday, the 23rd, perhaps also a hybrid gathering.
Finally, a sincere and heart-felt thank you from Jan and me for your thoughtful and
generous Christmas gift this year! We both feel so blessed to be a part of this wonderful
community of faith. Thank you.
Your Pastor,

Dale Sollom-Brotherton

“Connections” January 2022

Page 1

www.AptosChurch.org

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 30, 2022
Our annual congregational meeting takes place on Sunday, January 30, 2022
following morning worship. This will be a hybrid meeting, a combination of inperson and Zoom.
An Annual Report will be made available about one week prior to the meeting. The
report will include the agenda, including the names of Church Council nominees and
the 2022 Proposed Annual Congregational Budget.

2022 Budget Preview
Sunday, January 23, 2022
We will have a preview and discussion of the 2022 Budget on Sunday, January 23,
2022 following morning worship. This will be also combine Zoom and in-person.

Welcome to our newest member
Lisa Meunier
20679 Creekside Dr.
Smithfield, VA 95076
(757) 339-1207
lisameunier@hotmail.com
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Advent Wreath 2021
Celebrating Advent is an excellent way to prepare your mind and heart for Christmas.
The children light the Advent Wreath as a part of Children’s Time every Sunday.

1st Sunday in Advent – November 28, 2021
The Prophets’ Candle, symbolizing hope

2nd Sunday in Advent – December 5, 2021
The Bethlehem Candle, symbolizing faith

3rd Sunday in Advent – December 12, 2021
The Shepherds’ Candle, symbolizing joy

4th Sunday in Advent – December 19, 2021

The Angel’s Candle, symbolizing peace

The white candle is placed in the middle of the wreath and lit on
Christmas Eve. This candle is called the “Christ Candle” and represents the life of Christ. The color white is for purity—because
Christ is our sinless, pure Savior.
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Santa Cruz al Salvador
Santa Cruz al Salvador would like to thank all the people and churches who made our
Virtual Fundraiser 2021 such an amazing success. Thanks to your generosity we are
able to continue with the scholarships for the University students as well as the work
on the composting latrines. We are truly overwhelmed with everyone’s giving spirit.
A delegation will not be traveling to El Salvador in January and it is uncertain when we
will be able to travel there again. Last year we asked for extra funds from our donors
to provide gift bags to the families of the Prayer Children. Needed items were purchased in El Salvador by our in-country scholarship liaison, a wonderful benefit to the
local economy. The goods were sorted and distributed by the University scholarship
students which was another benefit to be able to get them involved. It felt so good to
be able to give the families appropriate, necessary and equitable gifts, and it seems
this is the way to proceed going forward.
As things have changed the last two years during the pandemic we are also changing
the way we ask for support for Prayer Children. We have recently learned that an accurate list of students will be provided to us in mid January. It seems appropriate to
send out commitment cards to sponsors in late January early February. We will have
several students without a sponsor so if you do not already have a prayer child or
should you want to sponsor another child, please let us know.
Thank you for your time and your financial support. Our important work could not be
done without your help.
CLC Representative
Ruth Cruddas
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COVID-19 Update
Worship:
Worship is now indoors in the sanctuary. Safety precautions include facemasks, social
distancing, and air filtration. All of our regular attenders have been vaccinated.
Audio worship is also offered online every week. These audios and monthly newsletters are
also on the church website at www.aptoschurch.org

ELCA Good Gifts Update
We have had a great response to the ELCA Good Gifts
program this year. We have received over $2,000 to
date and money is still coming in. We will have a complete report for you by the end of January, 2022. Thank
you so much for supporting these ministries and programs.
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Border Servant Corps

BSC is a ministry of Peace Lutheran Church in Las Cruces,
NM. They have continued their work during the pandemic
but have been unable to receive migrants until recently. Prior
to the pandemic, CLC sent several delegations to help BSC
receive asylum-seekers and get them to their sponsors in the
U.S.
MIGRANTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD
In December, 2021, more than 180 asylum-seekers from around the world have been
welcomed, provided temporary hospitality, and traveled to join their U.S.-based
sponsors.
Thanks to generous folks, their guests have been able to sleep in safe spaces, receive
clean clothing, eat healthy meals, and more.
BORDER IMMERSION
BSC’s Border Immersions are opportunities for people to learn about immigration and
the U.S.-México border. School, church, and community groups visit the borderlands
to: (1) hear personal migration stories from first-generation immigrants, (2) attend
presentations by government officials and nonprofits working with
immigrant communities, and (3) experience the U.S.-México border for themselves.
BSC’s goal is to provide participants with a space to listen, learn, and return
to engage in their own communities having had the opportunity to more fully
understand the realities and complexities of the borderlands.
To learn more about opportunities to volunteer, please talk with Ruth Cruddas or
Marilyn Minke or send an email to office@aptoschurch.org
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Meatless Mondays:
Kung Pao Tofu with Eggplant
For Tofu

For kung pao sauce

For vegetables

16 oz. of extra firm

1/3 cup of vegetable broth

3 tbs of sesame oil

tofu

¼ cup of soy sauce

1 red bell pepper

2 tbs of soy sauce

2 tbs of mirin

4 dried chilis (opt. for heat)

2 tbs of mirin

1 pinch freshly grated ginger

1.5 cups eggplant (1/2 inch

2 tbs of sesame oil

2 ckves of garlic

cubes)

2 tsp of cornstarch

1 tbs good quality maple

3 green onions chopped

syrup

¼ cup of cashews

1.5 tsp cornstarch

Ingredients
Step 1
Cut the tofu into 1" cubes and place in a bowl. Whisk together the soy sauce, mirin,
sesame oil, and cornstarch until the cornstarch as dissolved. Pour the sauce over
the tofu and let it marinate for at least 10 minutes while you prepare everything
else.
Step 2
Whisk together the ingredients for the Kung Pao sauce and set aside.
Step 3
Heat a large skillet or wok over medium-high heat. Add 2 tablespoons of sesame
oil. Once the oil is hot, add the marinated tofu, along with the extra marinade. Stir
fry the tofu for 5-7 minutes, stirring occasionally, until the tofu begins to brown.
Remove from heat and transfer the tofu into a small bowl.
Step 4
Add the remaining sesame oil to the pan. Once the oil is hot, add the bell pepper,
chilis, eggplant, and green onions. Sauté for 3-4 minutes until the vegetables are
tender. Add the prepared sauce to the pan and bring to a boil, stirring constantly.
Once the sauce begins to thicken, return to tofu to the pan and stir fry it along with
the vegetables for 2-3 more minutes.
Step 5
Stir in cashews. Remove from heat and serve immediately with steamed rice.
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In The Lord’s Service
January 2022
Jan 2

Jan 9

Jan 16

Jan 23

Jan 30

Assisting
Minister

Matt Logan

Jon Covello

Matt Love

Austin Pruitt

Doug Pascover

Reader

Christian
Robert

Karen Scharff

Donna
Swedberg

Christina
Robert

Marilyn Minke

Counters

Roberta Pruitt
Ruth Cruddas

Roberta Pruitt
Bill Vezey

Roberta Pruitt
Joan Love

Roberta Pruitt
Constance
Vezey

Roberta Pruitt
Tori Nahnsen

Bible Readings for January
1st Reading
2nd Sunday after
Christmas Day
January 2, 2022
Baptism of the Lord
January 9, 2022
First Sunday after the
Epiphany
Second Sunday after
the Epiphany
January 16, 2022
Third Sunday after the
Epiphany
January 23, 2022
Fourth Sunday after the
Epiphany
January 30, 2022

Psalm

2nd Reading

Jeremiah
31:7-14

Psalm
147:12-20

Ephesians 1:314

John 1:(1-9),
10-18

Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm 29

Acts 8:14-17

Luke 3:15-17,
21-22

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36:510

1 Corinthians
12:1-11

John 2:1-11

Nehemiah 8:1
-3, 5-6, 8-10

Psalm 19

1 Corinthians
12:12-31a

Luke 4:14-21

Jeremiah 1:410

Psalm 71:1-6

1 Corinthians
13:1-13

Luke 4:21-30

Gospel

Thanksgiving for January Birthdays
JANUARY
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Edita McQuary

17

Barbara Lopez
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Treasurer's Report November, 2021
INCOME
Current Month

Budget to Date

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$13,572.02

$161,090.42

$200,369.65

$175,735.00

EXPENSES
Current Month

Budget to Date

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$15,626.08

$181,672.33

$173,309.69

$198,188.00

GENERAL FUND INCOME/(LOSS) WITH LOAN FORGIVENESS
Current Month

Budget to Date

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

($2,054.06)

($20,581.92)

$27,059.96

($22,453.00)

GENERAL FUND INCOME/(LOSS) WITHOUT LOAN FORGIVENESS
($2,054.06)

($20,581.92)

($20,807.04)

($22,453.00)

Both PPP loans have now been forgiven for a total of $47,867.00.
This month we received $392 in Thrivent Choice Dollars.
Thank you for continuing to support our ministries so faithfully.
If you have any questions about this report, please call me at 831-566-4557.
Marilyn Minke, Treasurer
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Christ Lutheran Church
10707 Soquel Drive
Aptos, CA 95003

Please Rush
Time Dated Material
This newsletter was mailed on December 30, 2021

Address Correction Requested

Christ Lutheran Church (CLC) Ministry Team
Rev. Dale Sollom-Brotherton, Pastor
Aministrative Projects & Newsletter: Ruth Cruddas
Online Worship and Website: Erin Busch

Church Office Information
(831) 688-5727
10707 Soquel Dr., Aptos, California 95003
office@AptosChurch.org

CLC Connections

2021 - CLC Council

Jon Covello
Marilyn Minke –Treasurer
Tori Nahnsen
Doug Pascover– President
Maureen Perkinson
Christina Robert—Vice President
Glenn Taylor
Constance Vezey –Secretary

Photographers: Members!
Graphics: Erin Busch
Production: Tori Nahnsen

www.AptosChurch.org

“Connections” January 2022

Page 10

www.AptosChurch.org

