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Dear Friends,
I want to thank so many of you for your good wishes and wise
advice after I announced my retirement a couple of weeks ago.
Like any change or transition, this can be a challenging time.
I’m glad our Church Council is handling the logistics of leaving
and then calling a new pastor in such a timely manner. Their
plan is to keep everyone up-to-date every month in this
newsletter starting with this issue (on page 3). Even though
May 15th may seem far away, it is so important to move forward
now with all due deliberation and speed. Please remember to
pray for this congregation and its leadership during this
transition time.
We are all hoping for a return to in-person worship as soon as it is safe to do so.
We will not gather in person for worship on February 6 and 13, and after that –
well – we will decide with future information and let everyone know.

Two important events are coming up late in the month:
“Our Political America” is a (Zoom) lecture and discussion led by our newest
member, Lisa Meunier. Obviously this is a relevant topic for all of us as we seek to
be good stewards of our democracy in these trying times. You’ll see Lisa’s
description in this newsletter for Sunday afternoon, February 20 at 4:30 p.m.
“Mind Your Food Scraps” will be a presentation and discussion from our
Stewardship of the Earth team. I know, that may not sound all that important, but
the new California law about composting our food scraps now makes it possible for
us all to be better stewards of the earth. Read the article in this newsletter, and
then prepare to attend the Zoom session on Sunday afternoon, February 27 at
4:30 p.m.
A great big THANK-YOU to the three members of our Church Council who are
leaving this year, having served the maximum two 2-year terms:
Jon Covello
Tori Nahnsen
Christina Robert
Their dedicated service is so deeply appreciated, especially in helping us all steer our
way through this pandemic. Jon, Tori, and Christina will be sorely missed. So often the
work of the Church Council is not very visible, so please remember to add your own
thanks. While you’re at it, take a moment to thank our returning Council members
Marilyn Minke, Doug Pascover, Maureen Perkinson, Glenn Taylor, and Constance
Vezey.
Your Pastor,

Dale Sollom-Brotherton

“Connections” February 2022

Page 1

www.AptosChurch.org

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 30, 2022
Our annual congregational meeting took place on Sunday, January 30, 2022 at
11:30. This meeting was held entirely on Zoom again this year. After getting
connected and determining a quorum, the following decisions were made:
Minutes from the previous congregational meeting were adopted.
Two new Church Council members were elected:
• Karen Covello
• Matt Logan
The 2022 budget was adopted as presented by the Church Council.
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Council Corner
Dear Christ Lutheran Family
By now you have heard of Pastor Dale’s retirement. I don’t expect we will ever stop
thanking God for his loving, wise and inspiring stewardship of our faith and family. We
wish him and Jan every blessing in retirement.

As your current council President, I have started communicating with the Bishop’s office, especially Pastor Manda Truchinski who is from our area and now works for the
Synod. I want to share now and for the future how we will communicate with you about
what will come between now and when we next have a permanent Pastor.
First of all, it is my intention and should someone else be elected President, my recommendation to them that there will be a monthly column in our newsletter dedicated to
the process of hiring a new Pastor. That column should be transparent and thorough
about what is happening in the short term and what we should expect looking forward. This month, this is that column, because what else would I tell you about.
The Synod’s expectation is that we may have a period in which guest “Pulpit Relief” pastors will officiate our Sunday services. After that, the Synod selects an interim Pastor to
lead us on a temporary basis, likely one year. The congregation will have the right to
interview that Interim Pastor and to reject him, her or them, but they will work with us
to find someone suitable.
We will be preparing a statement, with input not only from the council but every member, to describe who we are and who we want to be. I think this will be a wonderful
exercise for CLC and an opportunity for reflection. We will probably start the process
with Pastor Dale before his retirement. That statement- who we are, what we want and
how we want to be Church together will be our guide in recruiting and selecting our
next Pastor. A “Call Committee” from our membership will be chosen by the full Congregation to lead the process forward.
My personal hope, as your brother and a member, is that we will resist the temptation
of speed and enjoy the gifts of self-reflection and careful selection.
You should all expect to be consulted as this process goes forward, many times and in
many ways. In the meanwhile, if you have any concerns or comments or questions, I
look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely and gladly, in God’s loving hands,
Doug

Message from the Church Office:
Church Offering Envelopes are now available. Please contact Ruth Cruddas at
831.239.3023 or email office@aptoschurch.org if you would like your offering
envelopes.
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Dear Members of Christ Lutheran Church,
It is such a pleasure to be among you as a member, even though it is from about
3000 miles away! When I first thought about membership, part of what I considered
was where I could contribute to the congregation, despite the distance. Pastor Dale
has been familiar with a project I started five years ago to explore and understand
our political world—in a non-partisan light. From small group discussions to large forum lectures, it turns out many people enjoy this kind of environment for thoughtful
discussion and learning.
I am excited that our CLC Church Council has given their endorsement for a Zoom
discussion based on my “Understanding Our Political America” series that will be
held on:
Sunday, February 20, 2022
at 4:30PM PST
I’ll provide a brief talk on basic concepts that range from our brain science to cultural
changes and American history. And then, it’s your turn.
•

What are you curious about in our political America?

•

Are there world events happening that you’d like to know more about?

There’s much to explore and share on this fascinating topic. I look forward to seeing
you!
Lisa Meunier

Address Correction
Lisa Meunier
200 Continental Pkwy, Apt 104
Newport News, VA 23602
(757) 339-1207
lisameunier@hotmail.com
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COVID-19 Update
Worship:
Unfortunately we were not able to worship in person during the month of January, 2022. Our
hope is to be able to meet in person soon. Stay tuned. . . .
Please read the weekly newsletter for updates.
Audio worship is also offered online every week. These audios and monthly newsletters are
also on the church website at www.aptoschurch.org

ELCA Good Gifts Program
This Christmas we supported the ELCA’s Good Gifts program by giving $2,050.00 in
gifts that help those in developing countries to become self-sufficient.
These gifts included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

11 goats
28 chicks
2 piglets
3 roosters,
6 honeybees
1 microloan for a woman
9 school fees and uniforms for girls
2 school supplies for children

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 community vegetable garden
1 mosquito net
1 personal protective equipment
1 clinic visit for a child
1 vaccination for a child
1 backpack stocked with food
$305 to be applied where the need is
greatest

What a generous contribution CLC has made to this program that changes lives for the
better. A HUGE THANKS to everyone who contributed.
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New Food Scraps Law for California
by Stewardship of the Earth Committee

California has a new composting law, Senate bill 1383, beginning Jan 1, 2022. For
those of you in Santa Cruz County, Green Waste says all food scraps can go in the
"green organics cart" which you take out to the curb on trash pick-up day. We are no
longer allowed to throw away any food in our trash can, in the kitchen, nor in the
trash can that heads out to the curb on trash day.
Why?
As organic materials decompose in the landfill they produce methane, a gas that
contributes to global warming and is 25 times more potent than carbon dioxide. Both gases are contributing to global warming, and our efforts will reduce
emissions AND create energy. The new collection of food scraps will head to anaerobic digesters that will break down the food and kill associated pathogens. The methane produced from these digesters will be captured and used as energy, for vehicles and for homes. If you are already composting at home, you can continue to
compost, and send food scraps not recommended for home composting to the curb
in the green can.

How?
Figuring out how to change your way of dealing with food scraps will take some
ingenuity, and we are here to help!
Join us by Zoom on:

Sunday, February 27
at 4:30 pm.

for a discussion of practical ideas on how to deal with food scraps under this new
California law. We will also discuss ways to reduce waste at home, based on the
Sierra Club.
Some ideas until then:
*) Place your messiest and smelliest food scraps in a designated bag or container to
FREEZE until trash day.
*) Try to "spread out" or "layer" your food scraps in the green organics cart by adding in layers with garden waste in between.
SEE YOU ON ZOOM FEB. 27 at 4:30 PM
And watch for our Guidelines for 40 Days of Lent in our March newsletter,
"40 Ecological Practices to be Good Stewards of God's Creation"
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Meatless Mondays:
Vegan Jambalaya
Ingredients
· 1–2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
· 1/2 onion, chopped
· 2 cloves of garlic, minced
· 1/2 red bell pepper, chopped
· 1/2 green bell pepper, chopped
· 1 carrot, peeled and chopped
· 1 14-ounce can crushed tomatoes (400 g)
· 2 tbsp tamari or soy sauce
· 2 tsp dried oregano
· 1 tsp dried thyme
· 1 tsp garlic powder
· 1 tsp onion powder
· 1 tsp cumin powder
· 1 tsp paprika
· 1/8 tsp ground black pepper
· 1/8 tsp cayenne powder (optional depending on spice tolerance)
· 1 cup uncooked brown or white rice (whichever you prefer)
· 3 cups water or vegetable stock (750 ml)
· 1 cup canned or cooked chickpeas (180 g)
· 1 cup canned or cooked kidney beans (180 g)
· Chopped fresh parsley for garnish (optional)
Instructions
• Add the oil to a skillet or large pot and when it’s hot, add the veggies and cook over
medium-high heat for 5 minutes.
• Add the crushed tomatoes and cook another 5 minutes.
• Add the tamari or soy sauce and the spices and stir. Then add the rice and the water
or vegetable stock and bring to a boil. Cook over medium-high heat for 15 minutes
or until the rice is cooked (brown rice might take longer).
• Add the chickpeas and beans, stir and cook for 5 more minutes
• Serve with some chopped fresh parsley on top (optional).
Submitted by Erin Busch
Stewardship of the Earth
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In The Lord’s Service
February 2022
Feb 6

Feb 13

Feb 20

Feb 27

Assisting
Minister

Matt Love

Austin Pruitt

Donna Kaelin

Doug Pascover

Reader

Jon Covello

Christina Robert

Donna Swedberg

Karen Scharff

Counters

Roberta Pruitt
Ruth Cruddas

Roberta Pruitt
Bill Vezey

Roberta Pruitt
Joan Love

Roberta Pruitt
Constance Vezey

Bible Readings for February
1st Reading

Psalm

2nd Reading

Gospel

Fifth Sunday after
the Epiphany
February 6, 2022

Isaiah 6:1-8, (9
-13)

Psalm 138

1 Corinthians
15:1-11

Luke 5:1-11

Sixth Sunday after
the Epiphany
February 13, 2022

Jeremiah 17:510

Psalm 1

1 Corinthians
15:12-20

Luke 6:17-26

Seventh Sunday
after the Epiphany
February 20, 2022

Genesis 45:311, 15

Psalm 37:111, 39-40

1 Corinthians
15:35-38, 4250

Luke 6:27-38

Transfiguration
Sunday
February 27, 2022

Exodus 34:2935

Psalm 99

2 Corinthians
3:12-4:2

Luke 9:28-36,
(37-43a)

Thanksgiving for February Birthdays
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Joe Amaral

12

Matthew DeVogelaere

14

Barbara Albright

19

Mike Davis

23

Bert Ray

25

Rebecca LaRussa
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Treasurer's Report December, 2021
INCOME
Current Month

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$30,681.09

$231,050.74

$175,735.00

EXPENSES
Current Month

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$22,217.95

$195,527.64

$198,188.00

GENERAL FUND INCOME/(LOSS) WITH LOAN FORGIVENESS
Current Month

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$8,463.14

$35,523.10

($22,453.00)

GENERAL FUND INCOME/(LOSS) WITHOUT LOAN FORGIVENESS
$8,463.14

($12,343.90)

($22,453.00)

This month we received $272 in Thrivent Choice Dollars.
As always, thank you for continuing to support our ministries during these difficult time. We ended
the year on a very positive note.
If you have any questions about this report, please call me at 831-566-4557.
Marilyn Minke, Treasurer
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Christ Lutheran Church
10707 Soquel Drive
Aptos, CA 95003

Please Rush
Time Dated Material
This newsletter was mailed on February 2, 2022

Address Correction Requested

Christ Lutheran Church (CLC) Ministry Team
Rev. Dale Sollom-Brotherton, Pastor
Aministrative Projects & Newsletter: Ruth Cruddas
Online Worship and Website: Erin Busch

Church Office Information
(831) 688-5727
10707 Soquel Dr., Aptos, California 95003
office@AptosChurch.org

CLC Connections

2022 - CLC Council
Karen Covello
Marilyn Minke –Treasurer
Matt Logan
Doug Pascover– President
Maureen Perkinson
Glenn Taylor
Constance Vezey

Photographers: Members!
Graphics: Erin Busch
Production: Tori Nahnsen
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