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Dear Friends,
According to my count, this is my 152nd monthly CLC newsletter article
and, of course, my last. I’m sad about that. I will miss all of you so much!
I will also miss our weekly gathering for worship and, yes, even Zoom
meetings. I’ve been privileged to develop relationships with so many of
you, often in times of challenge and difficulty. Thank you for this gift.
As I move into retirement I’ve been reflecting on our years together since
2009. It’s hard to summarize everything, but here are a few things that
really stand out to me:
•

When I first met CLC, as a conflict management consultant, the atmosphere was often
quite tense. There was distrust, wariness, hurt feelings. After a few years this
atmosphere began to change to one of trust, collaboration, and deeper relationships.
Everyone worked at it and, I hope and pray, will continue to be faithful stewards of this
gift of Christian community.

•

At that time the congregation was, understandably, mostly turned inward. However,
beginning with the establishment of the Aptos Community Garden in 2010, CLC began to
turn outward toward a world in need and, at the same time, share that same grace and
love within the congregation. Just look at all the outward-facing ministries that are now
thriving! I know this will continue into the next chapter of CLC’s life.

•

This is, literally, a different congregation. Over 60% of our members have joined since
my arrival. The vast majority of those people are extremely active in our congregational
life. For example, all of the Call Committee fits in this category and all but one Council
member. This change has brought CLC an abundance of energy and new ideas. Now that
the congregation is routinely meeting for worship in person, we are again meeting new
additions to our community of faith. CLC’s authentic welcoming makes this possible.

My hope for CLC is that it will continue to develop these strengths, built on a firm foundation
of grace: faith active in love. In video-game terminology, I hope that CLC will “level up” – go
to a new level of challenge and ministry. I pray that the next pastor will have the gifts and
skills necessary to move everyone to this new level. Although I will not be a part of the
congregation after May 15, I will eagerly read the news in this monthly newsletter.
Doug Pascover, in his column, mentioned the important ground rules for our future
interaction. These may seem harsh, yet they are there for good reason. I won’t be in touch
with you for at least a year and, if we happen to bump into one another, the one thing I will
not talk about is Christ Lutheran Church. These rules serve to help the congregation “bond”
with the next pastor. This also helps me to take on the next part of my life in a new role.
As to my future plans: I don’t have any! Many of you know that Jan and I will be taking a
long road/camping trip. I am hoping that this will serve as a kind of retreat for us, as we
both listen to where God might be calling us. Who knows? I’ve been in seminary and an
ordained pastor all of my adult life. I’ve never not worked. So, I’m anxious to explore what
my calling might be in this next stage. Jan and I will also begin the process of finding our
next faith community.
Thank you for these wonderful years of ministry together. Both Jan and I feel deeply
supported by all of you as you - and we - begin this next chapter of our lives.

Dale Sollom-Brotherton
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Pastor Dale Sollom-Brotherton’s Retirement Party
Pastor Dale’s last day with us is Sunday, May 15th, 2022. Let’s celebrate with him and Jan.
Location:
Date:
Time:

Aptos Seascape Clubhouse
610 Clubhouse Dr.
Aptos, CA 95003
Sunday, May 15, 2022
4:00PM – 8:00PM

HEAR YE…HEAR YE
Just a reminder that if you
haven’t turned in your money
or “page” yet, PLEASE do.
Thank you to all who have done so!!
We have had a great response
and we have
a FULL HOUSE!!
~ Rebecca LaRussa

Welcome to our newest member
Sara Gonzales-Erhan
460 Twin Pines Dr.
Scotts Valley, CA 95066
saraerhan@gmail.com
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Council President’s Message
Dear siblings in Christ;
The most important thing about May is that it is Pastor Dale and Jan’s last (half) month with
us. Following our retirement party on May 15, they will be restricted by covenant from being in
contact with the Church for a period of at least a year. We have two weeks to let them know
how special they are to all of us. Elsewhere in this newsletter, there will be information about
the retirement party, May 15. If the cost would be a barrier, please do reach out to Rebecca or
to me so we can find a way together.
The interview with our potential Interim Pastor, Mary Lou Petitjean will have taken place by the
time you read this but after I wrote it. I am sure the interview went very well and we are
excitedly negotiating a one-year contract. Along with pastoral care, the Interim Pastor provides
guidance and wisdom to the congregation as we envision and pursue our future with a new
permanently called pastor.
The Call Committee has been extraordinarily diligent and proactive. The first step in the process
of finding our next permanent pastor is development of a Mission Site Profile (MSP,) which is our
statement of who we want to be and where we want to go and the Pastor we need to best fulfill
God’s call for our ministry in this moment. Some of the MSP is very broad and the Call
Committee will be talking with all of us while they develop a clear sense of our theology,
philosophy and ministry. Some of the MSP is really technical- things like the shape and
demographics of our community, how expensive it is to live here, what spiritual and natural
resources lie nearby. I am proud, and you can be too, that the technical part of the MSP is
already mostly done. Elsewhere in this newsletter, I think you will find notes about the next
phase and how to participate.
The Call Committee now has elected officers. Bill Vezey is the chair, Christina Robert the
secretary and Marilyn is in charge of communications. Congratulations to them, and to the
others who managed not to be elected to anything. The officers will be working directly with
Pastor Manda Truchinski from the Bishop’s office, the Interim Pastor once appointed and the
council. Bill and I will have each other on speed-dial.
Between Pastor Dale’s retirement and the start of an Interim Pastor, our Sunday services will be
provided by guest “Pulpit supply” pastors. We know them and look forward to hearing them
again.
I do want to share with you all how much faith I feel for the future of our Church. We are
losing wonderful leaders and great friends. But I see the skills that we as a church never
thought to cultivate being ably offered by members. I see busy people taking extra time to
steward our congregation forward into a new future and retired people taking on new
challenges. I hear the confidence of many and the questions from some. It all reveals that
God gave us the gifts we need before we started praying.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, I am glad to hear from you.
Yours in Christ,
Doug
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Call Committee Update
What’s Next?
Even as we struggle to come to terms with Pastor Dale’s retirement, we are moving forward to
the next phase of our congregational ministry. Even as we plan to celebrate Pastor Dale and
Jan and their wonderful ministry to us, we are moving forward. Even as we grieve over the
fact that Pastor Dale and Jan will not be part of our daily or weekly life, we are moving
forward. As Pastor Dale asked in his Easter sermon, “what’s next?”
The Call Committee and the Council have been hard at work answering that question: “what’s
next?”
On April 27th we will be interviewing the Rev. Mary Lou Pettijean to see if she is a good match
to be our interim pastor. If we decide on her, she will be starting sometime in June. In the
meantime, we have Pastor Kristofer Rhude and Pastor Sarah Erickson lined up to conduct
worship.
The Call Committee has already met three times and has selected Bill Vezey as chair of the
committee, Christina Robert as secretary and Marilyn Minke as communications coordinator.
They have gathered most of the demographic information required to complete the Ministry
Site Profile (MSP).
Now it’s time for YOU to get involved. We will be having a Town Hall meeting, complete with
potluck lunch, on Sunday, May 22nd from 11:00 to 2:00. Please see Darcy’s article in this
newsletter for more information on this meeting and put it on your calendar. This will be an
important chance to help answer the question “what’s next?”
Part of this call process is sending Pastor Dale and Jan off to retirement with a celebration they
won’t ever forget. Thanks to the hard work of Rebecca and her team of party planners, the
farewell party on May 15th will be an event filled with love, laughter and some tears as we tell
Pastor Dale and Jan how much we love and appreciate them and how much we will miss
them.
The call committee is committed to keeping you informed about their work and what’s next.
Although the process may seem slow and cumbersome, we, with the help of Synod staff, are
moving forward quite rapidly. Please keep this committee in your prayers as we work to
answer the question: “what’s next?”
~ Marilyn Minke, Communication
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Congregational ‘Town Hall’ Meeting and Potluck Lunch
Save the Date: May 22, 2022
The Call Committee invites you to an information gathering town hall meeting. We need to
hear your thoughts about what makes Christ Lutheran Church an important part of your
life today and about your hopes for our congregation’s future.
This ‘town hall meeting’ will be a time for food, fellowship, and discussion. Our purpose is
to listen to your thoughts and gather your ideas. The information we gather will help the
call committee better represent the congregation through the synod’s call process. We will
meet in small groups to discuss synod inspired questions, share ideas about the church,
and talk about our goals as a congregation.
Date: Sunday, May 22, 2022
Time: 11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Place: Christ Lutheran Church
Bring: a potluck item to share
We look forward to seeing you there!
~ Darcy Pruitt, Call Committee Member
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The Psychology Behind Our Politics
Our April Z’alon of Understanding Our Political America was fun as we discussed how our
human needs are universal—and how the political parties and pundits rely on those needs to
craft political platforms and strategies. In 1943, Abraham Maslow, an American psychologist,
published a theory on universal psychological needs among humans. That theory, which later
was portrayed as a pyramid, describes how our needs for food, shelter, and basic life
necessities is fundamental. We must take care of those needs before we can do anything
else. Once those needs are met, other needs can then be addressed—the need for safety and
education, the need to love and belong, developing self esteem and confidence, and finally a
level called “self-actualization”—where we’re living our best life. How does that play into our
politics? You can see from the below diagram, that there are many ways party politics
address our needs through campaigns and platforms.

Although we frequently get caught up in the campaign slogans and identity of our parties, we
need to remember that delivering solutions to the complex issues of meeting our
physiological, safety, and health needs should be at the forefront of our thinking. Forget the
emotion and ask how housing needs are being addressed; or how do we guarantee an
infrastructure that meets our needs.
On May 1, 4:30 PM, our topic is “How to Know” whether we’re getting accurate news—or a
complete picture of all the news. Bring the news stories that you’ve been seeing to the
discussion, and we’ll take advantage of the fact that the session moderator lives in Virginia,
so we’ll have the view from two coasts. Be ready to talk and think as we continue with
Understanding Our Political America! Here is the Zoom link.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87245654179?pwd=MVp4aDVGbTFIeXFLSm1kVktBUm1Zdz09
Meeting ID: 872 4565 4179 Passcode: 047401
- Lisa Meunier
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Mt. Cross Summer Camp 2022
Summer Camp 2022 Registration is open! They are expecting spots to sell out
quickly, so get registered today!
Visit the Summer Camp page at https://www.mtcross.org/summercamp
for all the details and to get your campers registered!
CLC has scholarships for anyone wishing to attend summer camp. If you are
interested, please talk to Marilyn Minke about applying for a Mt. Cross Summer Camp
Scholarship.

You Have Done It Again!
When you, the members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church, see a need you respond with
unbelievable generosity. And that is what has happened over the last couple of months.
You saw the needs of the people of Ukraine, devastated and made homeless by war. The
Council saw the need as well and designated our Easter offering to go to Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS) to help Ukrainian refugees. The result is $3,720
going to Lutheran World Relief and LIRS to provide aid to those affected by the
war in Ukraine.
Thank you! Your generosity is saving lives and giving the displaced Ukranian people hope
for the future.
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Meatless Mondays Recipe
Stewardship of the Earth Team
Broccoli-Rice Casserole
2 heads broccoli, chopped to bite-size pieces
1 cup uncooked rice (= 3 cups cooked rice)
1/2 cup plant milk
1 cup water
1/3 cup nutritional yeast (is NOT Active dry yeast)
can find this at Trader Joe's and Staff of Life/ New Leaf Markets
1 Tbsp. vegetable bouillon
1 Tbsp. cornstarch
Salt
Put half of the uncooked broccoli in a greased 9" square pan.
Cover with all of the uncooked rice.
Cover with remaining broccoli.
Place remaining ingredients in blender to blend until smooth.
Pour evenly over casserole.
Cover and bake at 400 degrees for 30 minutes.
Uncover and cook an additional 10 to 15 mins.
Great dinner with a soup or salad, or as a side dish.
Then the leftovers are great fried in a skillet.

- Submitted by Lois DeVolgaere

Stewarship of the Earth
Please remember to bring your personal church bag
with coffee cup, plate, utensils and napkin.
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Palm Sunday

Easter Sunday
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In The Lord’s Service
May 2022
May 1

May 8

May 15

May 22

May 29

Assisting
Minister

Jon Covello

Donna Kaelin

Matt Love

Austin Pruitt

Doug Pascover

Reader

Christina
Robert

Karen Scharff

Doug Pascover

Marilyn Minke

Clare Marie
Karat

Counters

Constance
Vezey
Ruth Cruddas

Donna Mininni
Roberta Pruitt

Bill Vezey
Roberta Pruitt

Donna
Swedberg
Joan Love

Ruth Cruddas
Tori Nahnsen

Bible Readings for May
1st Reading

Psalm

3 Sunday of Easter
May 1, 2022
4th Sunday of Easter

Acts 9:1-6, (720)
Acts 9:36-43

Psalm 30

Revelation 5:11
-14

John 21:1-19

Psalm 23

Revelation 7:9-

John 10:22-30

5th Sunday of Easter

Acts 11:1-18

Psalm 148

Revelation 21:1

John 13:31-35

6th Sunday of Easter

Acts 16:9-15

Psalm 67

Revelation

John 14:23-29

7th Sunday of Easter
May 29, 2022

Acts 16:16-34

Psalm 97

Revelation
22:12-14, 1617, 20-21

John 17:20-26

rd

2nd Reading

Gospel

Contributions for direct aid to victims of the war in Ukraine can be made directly to
Lutheran World Relief at www.lwr.org. Or, give to Christ Lutheran Church and specify “Aid to
Ukraine.”
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Thanksgiving for May Birthdays
10

Nick Cantando

10

Lois DeVogelaere

20

Austin Pruitt

24

LeRoy Zenker

26

Donna Swedberg

29

Evelyn Transeth

Treasurer's Report March, 2022
INCOME
Current Month

Budget to Date

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$15,333.29

$45,474.63

$38,596.89

$181,898.50

EXPENSES
Current Month

Budget to Date

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$18,652.84

$50,470.20

$46,416.69

$201,880.80

GENERAL FUND INCOME/(LOSS)
Current Month

Budget to Date

($3,319.55)

($4,995.58)

Actual to Date
$

(7,819.80)

Annual Budget
($19,982.30)

This month we received $238.00 in Thrivent Choice Dollars.
Thank you for continuing to support our ministries so faithfully.
If you have any questions about this report, please call me at 831-566-4557.
Marilyn Minke, Treasurer
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Christ Lutheran Church
10707 Soquel Drive
Aptos, CA 95003

Please Rush
Time Dated Material
This newsletter was mailed on April 27, 2022

Address Correction Requested

Christ Lutheran Church (CLC) Ministry Team
Rev. Dale Sollom-Brotherton, Pastor
Aministrative Projects & Newsletter: Ruth Cruddas
Online Worship and Website: Erin Busch

Church Office Information
(831) 688-5727
10707 Soquel Dr., Aptos, California 95003
office@AptosChurch.org

CLC Connections

2022 - CLC Council
Karen Covello—Secretary
Matt Logan
Marilyn Minke –Treasurer
Doug Pascover– President
Maureen Perkinson
Glenn Taylor
Constance Vezey—Vice President
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Graphics: Erin Busch
Production: Tori Nahnsen
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