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Greetings in the name of Holy Jesus; 
 
 
This will be the first of not-very-many lead 
Newsletter articles written by members of the 
congregation (or just me, weôll see,) while we wait 
for our Interim Pastor and the Called Pastor to 
follow her.  
 
We should cherish this moment. It fits Pastor Daleôs legacy of an empowered, 
shared and Christian community of faith. It becomes us as people who care for 
one another and creation to take the responsibility to pray and act together with 
no leader to follow but Jesus. We expect and pray for earthly leadership to 
accommodate and encourage the Divine Leader and we will soon have such 
leadership.  But right now, in this moment, letôs not miss this opportunity to serve 
together and each other. 
 
Our memory of our Lutheran heritage often begins with Martin Luther noticing the 
book of Romans for the first time and realizing the profound affect that our 
redemption comes by faith through grace.   
 
I want to share the Bible passage that most affected my own faith journey.  It is 
Peterôs Dream from the 10th chapter in the book of Acts.  Peter has gone to pray, 
grown hungry and fallen into a trance.  He sees heaven open and a large sheet 
falling from heaven bearing impure, unlawful foods and hears a voice telling him 
ñGet up, Peter.  Kill and eat.ò  He refuses and is rebuked ñDo not call anything 
impure that God has made clean.ò 
 
In my teenage years, when I first noticed this passage, I had believed that faith 
requires not only to be pure, but to be aloof from sin and sinners (despite pretty 
much the whole new testament and much of the old saying otherwise.)  This was 
the first time I accepted a call to serve God as a sinner, comfortable among 
sinners.   
 
I bring this up because that passage and others like it have a new impact in this 
moment. Many of us, myself included, have sought to honor God, ourselves, each 
other and the world in communion with Pastor Dale. I still believe that was a Holy, 
good and fortunate covenant. When Pastor Dale chose to retire, I think we all 
turned away from that. 
 
But these few months leading ourselves and each other are what the Holy Spirit 
sent us, and we are to embrace it. We can be transformed today and during these 
months and transformed again under our Interim Pastor. We will not call anything 
impure that God has made clean. 
 
By Godôs grace, I am still with you and you with me and all of us with each other. I 
thank God for Pastor Dale and Jan and for now and for you. I thank God for the 
ministry we will share in the months that follow. 
 
God bless and keep you, 
 

Doug 
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Farewell Worship 

May 15, 2022 
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Thank you from Pastor Dale and Jan 
 
Both of us want to say a great big ñThank Youò to all of  
you who worked so hard to put on such a memorable  
retirement party on May 15. Wow, what a great time! We 
both felt so honored, loved, appreciated, and ï well -- 
roasted! 
 
Thank you for the splendid meal, the program, the gifts, 
and ï most of all ï your presence. We wonôt ever forget it.  
Thank you for the incredibly special book of letters and  
pictures. We took our time to read through it for several 
days following the party, and weôll surely go back to it  
over the coming years. Thank you for the very generous 
retirement offering of your financial gift, something we will 
appreciate in special ways on our upcoming ñexpeditionò to 
the north. 
 
We will both miss being a part of this loving and caring 
faith community. Your support for us during Janôs health 
challenges has been literally life-giving. Your commitment 
to show grace and love in action serves as an example to 
so many other congregations. We will both be reading this 
newsletter to see where and how Godôs Spirit will be leading you. 
We will be praying for you, and we know you will also be praying 
for us. 
 
Thank you, for so much. 
 
Pastor Dale and Jan Sollom-Brotherton 


