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Dear Friends,
As my May 15 retirement approaches, I’ve found myself
reflecting on the ministry at Christ Lutheran Church. Here
are some of my thoughts about the strengths of CLC:
Generosity. This spirit of giving is not only financial. It extends
to a generosity of spirit: willing to give of oneself, ready to
share with the surrounding community and world, eager to help
one another. Whether it’s accompaniment trips to El Paso,
helping with feeding the homeless, giving rides to worship,
contributing to special needs, sustaining the general ministry
expenses, the word that constantly rises to the surface is
“generosity.”
Size. Although it can be tempting to view a small congregation as a weakness, in my
view it is a strength. Our small size enables a true experience of authentic community
and a willingness to pitch in and help out. I’ve served much larger congregations, and
I know how challenging it is to achieve community and participation. Sure, CLC would
always like to have new people join – and they do! – but that’s never been the main
goal.
Welcoming. Any of us who have visited other churches for worship know that we can
tell very quickly if a church is authentically welcoming, or not. The welcome people
receive at CLC is warm and real. It’s not pushy, it doesn’t try to recruit, it extends
hospitality and friendship. When people do decide to become involved, CLC strives to
help those people put their gifts and passions to work in ministry.
Buildings and grounds. Perhaps we don’t think about this one very often. Back
when I was interviewed by the previous Call Committee I noticed the peaceful setting,
how well the facilities are maintained, the Prayer Garden, the beautiful and intimate
sanctuary. The church is paid for. Not only that, but the facilities are well used by
various community groups.
Balance. Some congregations are turned inward and neglect their mission to the
world. Others are mostly turned outward without paying much attention to the
congregation itself. CLC has a wonderful balance between the two. In fact, the care
for the congregation and ministry to the world are tightly woven together. This is rare,
something to be highly prized.
I have more detailed reflections, but this newsletter is not the place for that. Not only
is there not enough room, but conversation is called for. I will be doing an exit
interview with the Call Committee and Council sometime in April. Everyone will be
invited.
Your Pastor,

Dale Sollom-Brotherton
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Holy Week Worship
Palm Sunday (April 10, 10 a.m.)

Worship begins with a festive palm
procession in the Prayer Garden

Maundy Thursday (April 14, 7 p.m.)
Holy Communion, Washing of Feet,
Stripping of the Altar

Good Friday (April 15, 7 p.m.)

Tenebrae, Service of Darkness

Easter Sunday (April 17, 10 a.m.)
Special Music,
Egg Hunt for the Kids
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Council President’s Message
God’s grace to you all,
Thank you to everyone who attended our special Congregational Meeting. At that meeting, the
congregation affirmed the nominees of the Council. Congratulations and thank you to Bill
Vezey, Karla Portillo, Christina Robert, Darcy Pruitt, Marilyn Minke and Matt Love, voting members, and Tori Nahnsen and Sandi Thomas, Alternate members of the Call Committee. The Committee will have had its first meeting on March 31.
The Call Committee will have the responsibility of speaking with every member of the congregation to understand what our needs are now, what they are likely to become, where our collective interest leads us as we serve God, following Christ. They will work with the Interim Pastor
to create a “Mission Site Profile” which describes these things and to interview potential new
Pastors. All of us not on the Call Committee have the responsibility to inform the Call Committee with candor, confidence and hope. We all share the responsibility to pray to God and to
love one another as we take this journey.
Something I want to clarify, because it just became clear to me- the Call Committee will not be
hiring the Interim Pastor. That duty and authority lies between the Council and the Synod. The
advice I have received has been to interview a potential Interim Pastor with a strong bias towards “yes,” unless a mismatch is obvious and substantial. This makes sense, especially if we,
as a Congregation, want to lead the search for our next permanent Pastor. The alternative
would to follow the interim Pastor. My sense of where the congregation is, based on a lot of energetic feedback, is that we want our Congregation leading our transition.
There are signs and portents that there may be an interim candidate for the Council to interview
soon. I am hoping that interview can be public. Regardless, the Call Committee is starting its
process.

And, of course, we can’t appreciate Pastor Dale and Jan enough during this time. Remember
that we will truly be separated from them for a time (and that that time will be more than a
year.) Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find information about the celebration being
planned for May 15. Get that date on your calendars. Also, let’s celebrate that between the Call
Committee, Council and those planning the celebration, more than a third of our members have
taken formal roles in the transition. What a gift we are to one another. How grateful we should
be to God, working through Pastor Dale’s leadership, that our congregation so loves its members and that its members so love the Church.
As always, if you any questions, concerns or feedback, I would love to hear from you. My
phone is (818) 726-3948 and my email is dpascover@gmail.com.
Yours in Christ,
Doug
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Milestones for Calling a New Pastor
Task

Time to Accomplish

Congregation informed the Pastor is leaving

Completed

Start planning farewell activities

Started

Elect call committee

Completed

❑ Farewell celebration and Service of Thanksgiving

May 15

❑ Interim minister installed

8 to 10 weeks

❑ Congregation profile developed (MSP)

3 to 6 months

❑ Call committee receives names and profiles of candidates

1 to 2 months

❑ Call Committee pre-screens candidates

2 – 4 weeks

❑ Call Committee interviews candidates

2 weeks—3 months

❑ Call Committee decides on final candidate

2 – 4 weeks

❑ Congregation meets final candidate

2 – 4 weeks

❑ Congregation votes on final candidate

1 month

❑ Candidate discerns sense of call and accepts

1 week to 1 month

❑ Candidate concludes ministry in current setting

1 to 1.5 months

❑ Candidate moves

2 weeks to 1 month

❑ New pastor begins ministry
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Installation of Call Committee
The newly elected Call Committee was installed during
Sunday Worship on March 27th.

Left to right: Bill Vezey, Christina Robert, Darcy Pruitt, Matt Love, Marilyn Minke
and Alternates, Sandi Thomas, Tori Nahnsen. Karla Portillo was not present.

Pastor Dale and Barbara Lopez
playing ‘Amazing Grace’
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“Understanding Our Political America”
Sunday, April 3, 4:30 p.m.
The presentation and discussion, led by Lisa Meunier, will continue on the theme of
“Psychological Operations.”

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89268947430?
pwd=QTlROExOMGptTUVxUEdSenRyWExIUT09
Meeting ID: 892 6894 7430 Passcode: 329820

Pastor Dale Sollom-Brotherton’s Retirement Party
Pastor Dale’s last day with us is Sunday, May 15th, 2022. Let’s celebrate with him and Jan.
Location:
Date:
Time:

Aptos Seascape Clubhouse
610 Clubhouse Dr.
Aptos, CA 95003
Sunday, May 15, 2022
4:00PM – 8:00PM

PLEASE Save the Date. . .
It’s a celebration and you don’t want to miss this! Pastor Dale is retiring and we want to honor him and Jan with wonderful memories, delectable food and great friends. We have reserved Seascape Clubhouse in Aptos to host this ‘bittersweet’ event from 4 pm—8 pm.
Letters will be coming to you this week with all the needed information. Please respond asap
as we have lots to do in a short amount of time. We are hoping for a full house, the more the
merrier. It will be “a time to weep and a time to laugh”.
There was a Pastor Dale,
Who helped our church not fail.
He came in our time of need,
And planted a most positive seed.
He’s leaving us . . . It seems too soon,
His memories are forever strewn.
Upon the shores of CLC,
How could we not all agree,
He and Jan will both be missed,
But their legacy will forever exist.
Anonymous
Looking forward to seeing everyone at this “Divine Dining” event.
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Mt. Cross Summer Camp 2022
Summer Camp 2022 Registration is open! They are expecting spots to sell out quickly, so get registered today!
Visit the Summer Camp page at https://www.mtcross.org/summercamp
for all the details and to get your campers registered!
CLC has scholarships for anyone wishing to attend summer camp. If you are interested, please talk to Marilyn Minke about applying for a Mt. Cross Summer Camp
Scholarship.

COVID-19 Update
Worship:
We are now back to in-person worship as well as online. The audio worship and monthly
newsletters are also on the church website at www.aptoschurch.org
Please read the weekly newsletter for updates.
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Meatless Mondays Recipe
Stewardship of the Earth Team
Although not a main dish, this is a very substantial and tasty side dish.
Roasted Brussels Sprouts With Garlic
4 servings
45 minutes
Ingredients:
1 pound brussels sprouts
4-6 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil, to coat bottom of pan
5 cloves garlic, peeled
Salt and pepper to taste
1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar
Preparation:
Heat oven to 400 degrees. Trim bottom of brussels sprouts, and slice each in half top to bottom. Heat oil in cast-iron pan over medium-high heat until it shimmers; put sprouts cut
side down in one layer in pan. Put in garlic, and sprinkle with salt and pepper. (You may
want to use a spatter shield.)
Cook, undisturbed, until sprouts begin to brown on bottom, and transfer to oven. Roast, shaking pan every 5 minutes, until sprouts are quite brown and tender, about 10 to 20
minutes.
Taste, and add more salt and pepper if necessary. Stir in balsamic vinegar, and serve hot or
warm.
(Contributed by Pastor Dale)

What’s Your Water Footprint?
Stewardship of the Earth Team
Sunday, April 24, 4:30 p.m.
We will discuss what we are learning, along with sharing valuable information about water
consummation and what we can do to help our environment.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82876711154?pwd=QUN5bXlxeW5COTB1VWdDQnRIWW1mUT09
Meeting ID: 828 7671 1154 Passcode: 604534
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Stewardship of the Earth
What’s Your Water Footprint?
We’ve all heard the term carbon footprint. It means the total amount of greenhouse gas emissions that each individual uses altogether in their daily lives. Your water footprint can also be
calculated (roughly) by looking at your water use patterns at various levels. Click here to calculate your household’s water footprint.
Reducing your water footprint is important because by 2030, experts predict that globally, the
demand for water will outgrow the supply by roughly 40%! We’ve all seen firsthand what living
in drought-like conditions are like and the impact that climate change has had on our water cycle. Unfortunately, experts predict that it’s only going to get worse if we don’t change our
ways, and it goes much further than just reducing you water use when watering your plants,
taking a shower or bath and washing your clothes, dishes, car, etc.
Hidden water in our food
Diet makes up the largest percentage of a person’s water footprint, after all, we’ve all got to
eat right? You’ve probably heard by now that beef uses a lot of water, like 463 gallons for each
4-ounce steak (yeah, just 4 ounces). But did you know that almonds actually use even more
water than beef? A 4-ounce serving of almonds takes 483 gallons of water. The worst offender
is chocolate, taking up 516 gallons of water for a 4-ounce serving! Even things like wine, soda,
and coffee take up quite a bit too. 1 cup of coffee is about 34 gallons of water, the same for a
glass of wine, and soda takes a whopping 46 gallons!
Hidden water in our energy
It takes a substantial amount of water to create energy. Water is used to cool steam electric
power plants that are fueled by coal, natural gas, and nuclear energy. Of course, it’s also required to generate hydropower and is used in great quantities during fuel extraction, refining,
and production. So, wasting energy doesn’t just increase our carbon footprint, but also our water footprint.
Water in our consumer goods
Did you know that it takes 22 gallons of water to make one pound of plastic? That means it
takes twice as much water to produce a plastic water bottle than the amount that it contains. 1
pound of cotton is equal to 1320 gallons of water, so that means a new cotton t-shirt takes
over 600 gallons of water. Of course, we’re hopefully wearing these clothes a lot more than just
once, but it’s still important to be mindful of the water that goes into the production.
We know that giving all of these up completely isn’t realistic by any means, but there are things
we can do to limit our wasteful ways and be better stewards of clean water. Join us on April
24th at 4:30 via Zoom to discuss water conservation and share tips and techniques to lower
our water footprint.
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82876711154?pwd=QUN5bXlxeW5COTB1VWdDQnRIWW1mUT09

Meeting ID: 828 7671 1154 Passcode: 604534
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In The Lord’s Service
April 2022
Apr3

Apr 10

Apr 17

Apr 24

Assisting
Minister

Austin Pruitt

Doug Pascover

Matt Love

Clare-Marie Karat

Reader

Monika Schmidt

Jon Covello

Donna Swedberg

Marilyn Minke

Counters

Ruth Cruddas
Roberta Pruitt

Bill Vezey
Roberta Pruitt

Joan Love
Roberta Pruitt

Constance Vezey
Robert Pruitt

Bible Readings for April
1st Reading
5th Sunday in Lent
April 3, 2022
Palm Sunday
April 10, 2022
Resurrection of the
Lord
April 17, 2022
2nd Sunday of Easter
April 24, 2022

Psalm

2nd Reading

Gospel

Isaiah 43:16-21

Psalm 126

Philippians
3:4b-14

John 12:1-8

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16

Philippians 2:5
-11

Luke 19:2840

Isaiah 65:17-25

Psalm 118:1-2,
14-24

1 Corinthians
15:19-26

Luke 24:1-12

Acts 5:27-32

Psalm 118:1429

Revelation 1:4
-8

John 20:1931

Contributions for direct aid to victims of the war in Ukraine can be made directly to
Lutheran World Relief at www.lwr.org. Or, give to Christ Lutheran Church and specify “Aid to
Ukraine.”
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Thanksgiving for April Birthdays
3

Leona Ray

5

Marilyn Minke

5

Gordon Peterson

7

Karen Covello

9

Colleen Zenker

14

Heidi Engle

14

Christine Cantando

14

Dakota Cantando

14

Dale Sollom-Brotherton

17

Clare-Marie Karat

22

Zachary Karat

22

Colleen Ward

24

Victoria Nahnsen

26

Virginia Taylor

28

Larry Tierney

Treasurer's Report February, 2022
INCOME
Current Month

Budget to Date

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$12,071.04

$30,316.42

$23,263.62

$181,898.50

EXPENSES
Current Month

Budget to Date

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

$12,822.99

$33,646.80

$27,763.85

$201,880.80

GENERAL FUND INCOME/(LOSS)
Current Month

Budget to Date

Actual to Date

Annual Budget

($751.95)

($3,330.38)

-$4,500.23

($19,982.30)

This month we received $224 in Thrivent Choice Dollars.
If you have any questions about this report, please call me at 831-566-4557.
Marilyn Minke, Treasurer
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Christ Lutheran Church
10707 Soquel Drive
Aptos, CA 95003

Please Rush
Time Dated Material
This newsletter was mailed on March 30, 2022

Address Correction Requested

Christ Lutheran Church (CLC) Ministry Team
Rev. Dale Sollom-Brotherton, Pastor
Aministrative Projects & Newsletter: Ruth Cruddas
Online Worship and Website: Erin Busch

Church Office Information
(831) 688-5727
10707 Soquel Dr., Aptos, California 95003
office@AptosChurch.org

CLC Connections

2022 - CLC Council
Karen Covello—Secretary
Matt Logan
Marilyn Minke –Treasurer
Doug Pascover– President
Maureen Perkinson
Glenn Taylor
Constance Vezey—Vice President

Photographers: Members!
Graphics: Erin Busch
Production: Tori Nahnsen
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